
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In Re Application of: Clay Essick 
Serial No.: 10/656,817 
Filed: September 5, 2003 
For: ELASTIC RETAINER STRAP 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the Applicant 
requests consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

The Applicant hereby makes of record in the above-identified application the information 
listed on the attached form PTO 1449 (modified). The order of presentation of the references 
should not be construed as an indication of the importance of the references. 

It is respectfully requested that: 

1. The Examiner consider completely the cited information, along with any other 
information, in reaching a determination concerning the patentability of the present claims; 

2. The enclosed form PTO 1449 be signed by the Examiner to evidence that the cited 
information has been folly considered by the Patent and Trademark Office during the 
examination of this application; 

3. The citations for the information be printed on any patent which issues from this 
apphcation. 
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By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that a search has been performed, of the extent of any search performed, or that 
more relevant information does not exist. 

By submitting this hiformation Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(b). 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, in fact, prior 
art as defined by 35 U.S.C. 102. 

Notwithstanding any statements by the Applicant, the Examiner is urged to form his own 
conclusions regarding the relevance of the cited information. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required, or 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 09-0528. 
An early and favorable action is hereby requested. 




^ck B. Hicks 
Registration No. 34,180 
Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC 
P.O. Box 7037 
Atlanta, GA 30357-0037 
Tel: (336)574-8050 
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FORM PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


ATTY DKTNO. 


SERIAL NO. 


PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


E48 154.0002.5 


10/656,817 




APPLICANT 






Clay Essick 




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


FILING DATE 


GROUP 


STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


September 5, 2003 


3677 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITL^lL 




DOCUMENT 
NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CL. 


SUBCL, 


FILING DATE 
IFAPPROP. 




A 


2,517,337 


8/1950 


Nodle 


224 


42.42 






B 


2,589,348 


3/1952 


Diefenbach 


224 


42.42 






C 


2,707,072 


4/1955 


Sims 


224 


42.42 






D 


2,916,838 


12/1959 


Campbell 


40 


129 






E 


3,430,299 


3/1969 


Copen 


24 


73 






F 


3,809,428 


5/1974 


Cohen 


296 


97 C 






G 


4,120,436 


10/1978 


Burch 


224 


42.1 






H 


4,367,572 


1/1983 


Zielenski 


24 


301 






I 


4,844,311 


7/1989 


Kalen 


224 


312 






J 


D3 10,301 


9/1990 


Burrow 


D3 


34 






K 


5,103,347 


4/1992 


Lumbra et al. 


359 


871 






L 


5,330,085 


7/1994 


Horensky et al. 


224 


312 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT 
NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CL. 


SUBCL 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 

























































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Incl. Author, Title, Date, Pertinent pages, etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not 
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



(Form PTO-1449) 
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FORMPTO-1449 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



ATTY DKTNO. 
E48154.0002.5 



SERIAL NO. 
10/656,817 



APPLICANT 
Clay Essick 



FILING DATE 
September 5, 2003 



GROUP 
3677 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CL. 


SUBCL. 


FILING DATE 
IF APPRO?. 




M 


5,379,491 


1/1995 


Solo 


24 


3R 






N 


5,402,924 


4/1995 


Gilson 


224 


312 






0 


5,429,335 


7/1995 


Cunningham 


248 


231.8 








5,433,362 


7/1995 


Battaglia 


224 


312 






Q 


5,503,316 


4/1996 


Stewart 


224 


312 






R 


5,590,827 


1/1997 


Ninq>oeno 


224 


312 






S 


5,619,774 


4/1997 


Perry 


24 


3.6 






T 


5,653,364 


8/1997 


Eskandry 


224 


312 






U 


5,711,469 


1/1998 


Gormley et al. 


224 


675 






V 


5,951,090 


9/1999 


Wilson et al. 


296 


97.5 






w 


6,149,617 


11/2000 


McNally et al. 


602 


62 






X 


6,176,539 Bl 


1/2001 


Westerman 


296 


97.6 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







DOCUMENT 
NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CL. 


SUBCL 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 

























































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Inch Author, Title, Date, Pertinent pages, etc.) 





la-b 


One Wrap Straps, Cargo Gear, website printout dated November 22, 2002. 




2a-f 


CD Visor Valet, Travel Products. com, website printout dated November 22, 2002. 




3a-g 


CL-VIS-24-BLU, Caseit, website printout dated November 22, 2002. 




4a.b 


In-Car CD Organizer, Menda, website printout dated November 22, 2002, 
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Velstrap® brand Cinch Strap, Velcro Industries B.V., website printout dated November 22, 2002. 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not 
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



(FormPTO-1449) 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



I hereby certify that this paper, which is an Information Disclosure Statement, and all 
referenced enclosures (Oiu- File No, E48 154,0002.5) are being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 C.F.R. 1.10 
on the date indicated above and is addressed to the Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Sir: 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING/EXPRESS MAIL 



Express Mail" Mailing Label Number: EV33259028US 






WINSTON 1276111V1 



